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Ganges Township Community Parks & RecreatiorPlan

1 INTRODUCTION

This document serves as thiwe-YearCommunityParks & Recreation Plarior Ganges
Township The plan wa adopted by the Ganges TownsBgard onJanuary 122021. This
plan expands upon tliganges Township Master Plagiated March 28, 2007This plan satisfies
the stated goal of the Master Plan:

fiNatural Resource ObjectivéCreate opportuties for actve and passive recreation in
the Township Produce a Parks and Recreation Plan that satisfies the DNR checklist
in order to position the Township for potential grant moneyo

The Michigan Department of Natural Resourdd®{R) requires thislan be approwe by their
Grants Management Divisido be eligible for a variety of grant programsluding Recreation
Passport, Trust Fund, and Land and Water Conservation Fund Proghemsan must be
approved by DNR by Februargtbf the year a community intentts apply for grants. The plan
must also meet specific criteria as outlined by DNR la@ adopted by resolution thie
community. The next complete update of this plan should occur Heémember 312025.

The development of this Community Parks & Recorailan included public involvement and
comment through an initial public hearingWwonber 10, 2020Thedraft plan vasadvertised
andmadeavailablefor athirty-day public commenperiod Decembet0, 2020through January
12, 2021 A formal public hearing with the Township Boands heldon January 12, 2021
Additional input was received through the period of October through January by ni¢hes o
Township Board and Township Planning Commission members, varigishorhood
meetings, and select property owaed community stakeholdareetings.

Ganges Township has provided Action Program within this plan for fusiimprovements that
theywill strive to follow. The Action Programresents project concepts thapport the
Townshi pds Gwaeswhgh vere develbped asgart of the planning process. The
Action Program igust a guideand is meant to be aving document which can be updated and
amended Availability of fundingand other events will undbtedly shape priorities over time.

Township Board Members Township Planning Commission Members
John Hebert, Supervisor Jackie DeZwaan, Chair
Robin Phelps, Clerk Barry Gooding, Trustee
Cindy Reimink, Treasurer Phil Badra, Secretary
Dick Hutchins Trustee Charlie Hancock, Commissioner
Barry Gooding, Trustee Dale Pierson, Commissioner
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2 COMMUNITY DESCRIPTIONND LOCATION

Ganges Township is locat@dAllegan Countyalong
the shoreline of Lake MichiganGanges Township
cherishes its rural chacter. The Township Master
Plan emphasiznatural resources, open space
preservation, and Lake Michigan access as major
charactestics and priorities for life in the community

This planning document was developed for the
planning jurisdiction of GangéeBownship.Ganges
Township is locatetbetweerthe cities ofFennville,
Saugatuck, and South Havefhe Township includeg
the commuity of Glenn The west portion of

Hutchins Lake is located within Ganges Township.

Life in GangeslTownshipincludesa wide range of
recreation activitiegypical of arural lakeshore
community Opportunities exist for both passive
and active recreatioturing all four seasons of the
year. Many activities center around access$he
Lake Michigan shoreline arehjoyment othe
natural resources within the Township.

The Ganges Township Master Plattated March
28, 2007 includes a summary of social and
environmental characteristics of the community
The DNR no longer requires a detailed description &
of these characteristide included in this
Community Parks & Recreation Plaklowever,
this information provides better understandingf
the recreation goalndof the community
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The yellow highlighted dashed limearks the limits of @nges Townshipouth of 118 Avenue
and along 69 Street through the Allegan State Game Area and Huchins Lake. The north
boundary is M89/128 Avenue. Ganges Townshipas a total area of 32.7 square missund
2,600 residentsand 6.1 miles of LakMichiganshoreline.




Ganges Township Community Parks & RecreatiorPlan

Map2 d Allegan County Recreation Map
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Gange Township is shown in the boxed area. The Allegan Couatygdtion Map is available
on theAllegan Gunty website.
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3 ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE

The governmental structure that provides, maintairg agministers parks and recreation
facilities and activities in Ganges Township is described in this section.

GangesTownship

Administration and Planning

TheGanges Township Boaid authorizedo opeaate and maintaithe Townshig parks.The
boardhasfive elected membersSupervisor, Clerk, Treasurer, and two Trustees. Board

members are elected by Ganges Township residents. The Supervisothehdownship Board

at monthly meetingsFunds arewuthorized through the Township Boai@peration and

maintenance of parks and recreatiands is their responsibility. The Township Board approves

all park rules, ordinances, operation plans, development plans, property acquisitions, and special
eventswithin Townshp park properties.

Maintenance

Maintenance ofownshipfacilities is performed biimited Township staff, contractors, and
volunteeraunder thedirection of theTownship Board The Township employacemetery
sextonandone partime assistant responsible for cemetery operations and gererdaénance.

Programming

Ganges Township does not facilitate recreational programnttrgnts and programs are
available through active community organizations, local schools, and area business associations.

2019/2020 Budget

Funding for parks and recreationpiovided through the Ganges Township General Fund. There
is a specific line #m within the general fund budget for parks maintenance and improvements.
Annually, Ganges Township budgets $6,000 per year for maintenance and improvements. Due
to the contimed highwater levels of Lake Michigan, maintenance costs for the-202Q fisal

year will end up being approximately $30,000. Fortunately, Ganges Township has historically
had very conservative spending practic@s a resultthe general fund reflesta fund balance

that may suppothefinancial matcHor futuregrants awardedGoing forward, maintenance

costs for parks and recreation in the Township is estimated at approximately $8,000/annually.

Allegan County

Financial assistance for local garmay be availablgom Allegan Countywhenplansassist in
advancing thélleganCounty Recreation PlarmAllegan County operates and maintains eight
parks that range in size from 4 to 320 acfé® County parks are administered by the County
Parks andRecreation Commission, and include ten members with represestatbmthe




Ganges Township Community Parks & RecreatiorPlan

County Road Commission, the County Planning Commission, the County Drain Commissioner,
County Commissioners, ardihocmembers appointed by the County Board of Commissioners.

Allegan CountyRoad Commission

The Allegan County Road Commission is an imporgantner in maintaining the accessibility of

Ganges Township Parks. Tpeblicright of way provides for parkingnobility, and access to

both Pier Cove Park and Glenn Beaé&toad right of ways within the Township are controlled

and operated by the Ro@wbmmission and offer many recreational opportunities for walkers and
cyclists, as well as leisurely motorized trasepundt he Townshi pdés Theur al ope
Road Commissio maintaingoadends ad drainage facilitieshroughout the Township

Glenn School

The Glenn School is th@destpublic two-room schoolhouse in use in Michighausing grades
K-5. The school haareas for basebaoccerandanoutdoor basketball cour The school
playground is open to the pubhdter school hours armh weekends. The playground is highly
utilized in the summer. The school uses nearby Glenn Beach in its life science studies and
STEM-based curriculum. At times the school will watkthe beach park with groups of 30 to
40 students and 5 staff members.
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Glenn Community Center and Glenn Square

Glenn Community Center & Glenn Squareoperated and maintadby community
organizations. The Community Center hostsevéhroughout thgear including pickup

softball gamesnovie nightspancake breakfasts, and community markets. The Glenn Square
also hosts several events including the annual Circle of Ligglesbration, an outdoor library,
andevents with th&lennSchool.
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Fennville Public Schools

The majority of Ganges Township is located within the Fennville Public School District. In
November 202@oters passka 0.5 mill levy for 4 years for the purpose of providing funds for
operating a system of public reation and playgrounds estimated to raise $200,000 per year.
School officials have stated these funds may be applied throughout the district to dssist wit
future parks and recreation improvements with partnering communities.

(photo providedy Jim Hayden)

The school system also operates a 48,000 square foot Community Athletic Center located in the
City of Fennvill e ooentrprevidesc hool 6s campus.

An indoor multipurpose activity room.

Indoor basketball, volleyball, pickleball

Fitness center equipped with cardiovascular machines and strength equipment
Baseball/Softball cages, and Golf Cages.

Onetenth mile multilanerubberized, cushioned jogging/walking track.

= =2 =2 A -4 -

Two locker rooms with ADA compliant restroom facilities.

Th
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Volunteer Qganizations

Volunteer services are not administered by Ganges Township, but these groups can bring
resources to paslkand recreation improvemesand opportunitieghat may otherwise not be
readily available.

The Friends of the Blue Star Trala volunter norprofit organizatiorthatpromotes the
development of nemotorized trails between South Haven and Saugatuck. The Blue
Star Trall is poposedo have a segment pavedpathwaythrough Ganges Township
along Blue Star HighwayThis group hostan annualLakeshore Harvest Rid#fering
biking routes ofL5 to 67 mileshroughout Ganges Township that highlight various
artisiic, agricultural, anaulinary stops.

Friends of Pier Cove Paik arecently formed/olunteer groupio help protecand

maintainthe park from shoreline erosiofPermission to fundraise for speciéfforts,

volunteer maintenance and cleanup events, and plan/grant writing assistance is offered on
a volunteer basis as granted by the Township Boahg. group helped raise funds to

install 30 feet of sheet pile wall to protect the north side of tHefpam erosion.
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4 INVENTORY OF EXISTING PARKS, NATURAL AREAS
AND RECREATION FACILITIES

Therecreationnventorydescribes parks, natural areas, other public spaces, and recreation
facilities within Ganges Townshipnd surrounding areagnventory nformation required by
Michigan DNRfor township facilitiesncludes: park name, size in acres or length of linear
parks, description of usegheprimary service area, type and numberemfreation and support
facilities, an accessibility evaluatipandoveralllocation and facility maps.

Additional local and regional parks, natural areas, and recreational facilities are listedas they
enjoyed by many Ganges Township residents antbkssi

Gangeslownship Inventory

Pier Cove Park

9 Public accesto Lake Michiganshoreline
{1 Public BeachPark (66 feet wide) ol
1 Located off Lakeshore Drive south of-8D near - et
Pier Cove Creek outlet

Limited pavel parking area off Lakeshore Drive
State of Mchigan Historical Marke#.1628C
erected in 1989, Public Act 4&8 2002
Steelframéwoodshorew a | | bui |l t. i
Steel sheet pile wall built November 2020 (30 ft).§
Chain link fence installed 2020

= =

= =4 =
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Pier Cove Park (continued)

1 Trash receptael(contracted)

1 Park rules and boundary signage

1 Seasonallyrovidedportable toilefacility
(contracted)

Patrolled by All ega
Park affordsaccess to several miles of
uninterrupted_ake Michigan shoreline
including a popular hikg loop south to West °
Side County Park puigl accessandreturning
along scenid¢.akeshore Drive.

2 Concrete Benches

1 Bicycle Rack

Landscape wod/earth steps

Park servethegeneral public and surrounding
neighborhoods within walking distance.

= =4

= =4 =4 -4

Pier Cove Park provides beaahd shorelin@ccess along law-profile sandyLake Michigan

bluff. Lakeshore Drive bends near the park providing scenic vistas from the road and parking
areas. Pier Cove Creek outlata small stream near the pavikh a seadyyearroundflow.
Theculvertisnot part of the park. The park66 feet wide angarkboundaries arsigned

11
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The upper area of the park is largely
undeveloped It is supported by a shore
protectionwdor i ginally built in the 19900s
This wall wasrecently extended on the north side = DR L e

to protect the park from high water level erosion.
Natural surface steps lead down to the beach fro
a limited parking area.

Thepublic beachs 66 feetwide. Duringtimes of
averagdo below average Lake Michigan water
levels there will banywhere from 40 to 80 feet
of sandwest of the stairs. During higake

levels the available beach can be limited to less
than 10 feet and/ater will often come up to the
existing shore protection wall leaving little to no
available beachBetween 2013 and 2020 Lake
Michigan water levels hauwisensix feet from
record lows to record highcausing severe
erosion throughout the statet seesince 1985

Pier Qve is recognized ashistoricalsite. PierCove wa9latted in1851. A steam sawmill and
wood shop were constructed. Two piers, measuring approximately 323 foot, wer@iauilt.
CoveVillage once had aboutventy families, four stores, a tavern, pofice, grist mill and

three hotels.As the cord wood supply was depleted, the fire of 1871 occurred, and the railroad
came to Fennville, the Village of Pier Cove diminished in population and importance. One pier
remained in service into 1919. Botleps were destroyed by storms in th€@@9

Today the parlprovidesa public beactandaccess for shorevalking at all times of the year. In
the summermrecreation includes swimming, sunbathing, and playing on the beach and nearby
creek The @rk isfrequentedearround with beach hikers, rock collectors, and sunset
watchers.In summer of 2020 the pavkasa popular place to watch comet Neowasel for

viewing other celestial event3.he park is enjoyed by all ages including familiesulti-
generational users, vacationdagals, andhegreaer Gange§ ownshipcommunity

12
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Glenn Beach (114 Avenue)

Public access to Lake Michigahoreline
Public Beach Parkoughly93 feet wide)
Located at the west end of f1Avenue
Limited parking area off 1#4Avenue
Park provides access to WHo-Co Shore
Acres Park area wittoughly 1,600 feet of
public beacHrontage.
Patrolled by All egan
Park rules antioundary signage |
Gravelaccessand drainage maintained by
Allegan County Road Commission

Park affords access to several miles of
uninterrupted Lak&lichigan shoreline during
average and below average water cycles.
More limited access ihigh water cycls.

A Park serves the general pubkarrounding
neighborhoods within walking distand8glenn
School, and the greater Glenn community

o Too To o I

To o Do P>

Glenn Beactprovidesa publicbeach an@ccess for shoreralking along ahigh-profile clay

Lake Michiganbluff. The114" Avenue right of way provides access to the Township beach and
Wy-Ho-Co Shore Acres Park. Tipaiblic beach area is expansive, but access is limited for
parking. Glenn Creek outlets near the park and flow can be intermittent and flashy.

ey
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The upper area @dlenn Beaclhs undeveloped A gravel accesgathleads roughly 300 feet
down to the beacWith a steep ravine slope on its north side. The Allegan County Road
Commission maintains the gravel access and storm drainage sy3teimg therecenthigh-
water periodthe north slope of the access drive has become unstable. Parking is limited to
defined areas along 114venue. Many park users walk or ride bicycles.

In times of average Lake Michigan water levels there will be anywhere4@otm 80 feet of
sandavailable During high water periods, the available beach can be limited to less theet 10
and water will oftererode the bottom of the gravel access drive leaving a steep drdprioifto
high water damage, theecessvas ore of few locations where emergency vehidesldaccess
the shoreline. Thparkis used by the Ganges TownsFkipe Departmentor training exercises.

Glenn Beach is popular beach arghorelineaccesgointat all times of the yeaRecreation
activities at the park argmilar tothose at Pier Cove ParklhenearbyGlenn School uses the
beachmultiple time a yeafor class field trips centered around life science studies and STEM
based learningThe school has also hosted beach clean up events.

HOURS 8:00 am. TO 10:00 p.m,
PUBLIC ACCESS - PLEASE! RESPECT
NEIGHBORING BEACHES
PARK IN DESIGNATED AREAS ONLY
PLEASE HELP KEEP PARK CLEAN- pIcK (p TRASH

PLEASE: NO LiQu
.o FREARMS 0R, DRUGS, FIREWORKS,

AUTHORITY: GANGES TOWNSHIP B0agp )

14
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Accessibility of Ganges Township Parks

The acessibility of each Ganges Townsp@rkwas evaluated compared to the 2010 ADA
Standards for Accessible Design and given a ranking from 1 fodgore of 1 means the park is
less accessible and 5 meahat nearly all park areare universally accesde. The MDNR
recommends using the following rating system for assessing each park:

1=none of the site elementzcilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines
2= some of the site elements/facilgipark areas meet accessibility guidelines
3= most ofthe site elements/facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines
4= the entire park meets accessibility guidelines

5= the entire park was developed/renovated using the prinoiplésiversal Desig.

Pier Cove Park

Rating: 2- Some of the site eleents/facilities/park arsaneet accessibility guidelines. The
parking area is paved and there are relatively few steps to get down to the beach compared to
other parks in the surrounding arédews from theparking areareenjoyed by people of all
abilitiesto watchsunses, thewaves and lake vistas

Accessibilitywithin the parkcould be improved by replacing the natural surface entrance area
with a more level anbBarrier free (wheel chaigccesibleentrancearea, adding a defined barrier
free parking spac@roviding an ADA compliantoilet, replacing thevood landscapstepswith
standrd dimension steps, adding ramps or improWegupper areas of the park to be more
universally accessible.

Glenn Rach (114 Avenue)

Rating: 1- None of the site elements/facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines. The
parking area is gravand access to the beach is down a long gravel sipee of the park
features can be enjoyed from the parking aksacessibility could be improved by replacing the
natural surface entrance area with a morneersally accessible ramp with landingsl atopes
that comply with ADA Standards. As land is availatiecquiredtheupper park areeouldbe
improvedto have more universally accessibéenenities

For both parks, if improvements to toilet facilities, benches, signage, or picnic areadarthen
principles of Universal Design should be consulted. Future improvement plans should consult
with organizationsuch as the Disability Network Lakeshore for further recommendations on
specific improvemenplans. The Township should strive to maiienthe accessibility of as

much park space as possible for people of all abilities while recognizing the cyclical ofatu

Lake Michigan makes certain improvements less practical than others.

16
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Local Inventory

These properties are located witkbanges dwnship and arancluded withthe local inventory.

Ganges Township Hall

A
A
A

Hutchins Lake Sanctuary

Township Hall property at 84and
119" intersectionowned by Township.
1 acreparcel with Township Hall
Building and gravel park areas.
Used for public meetings and is the
only office for Township business.

A Unimproved Ganges Township Fih N7 | COUNTY PARK

Regional Recreation

Ganges Twnshipalso containsor is within
close proximity toseveral excellent public
and nonrprofit facilities of regional
significance.

controlledlandfronting Hutchins Lake ';_7 “ ‘ 4 | 4 3MLES @

1 DNR Lands - Allegan State Game Area& Todd Farm. State of Michigan DNR land

offering huntng, fishing, campinghorseback ridinghiking, bird watchingandcross
country skiing equestrian trailsand sowmobiling The DNR controls roughlyl12,000
acres intheBlack River WatershedIn Gangeslownship there ar#,215 acres of DNR
land withinthis watershed TheTodd Farmis a Sate ofMichigan facilityopen for
Goose hunting and general observatiothefall.

Allegan County Parks offering a variety of nearby outdoor parks including Westside
County Park located on Lake Miclaig, New Richmond Park with kayak access to the
Kalamazoo RiverDumont Lake County Park, and Little John Lake County Park.

Wau-ke-na (Forest by the Water)i is a 365 acre land preserve donated by the William
Erby Smith estate to the Southwest Michigan L&adiservancy The north property

offers scenic nature trails and Lake Michigan beach access. The south property offers
scenic nature trails.

17
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Pier Cove Ravine Trusti 70-acre sanctuary

Hutchins Lake i Hutchins Lake is 300 acr&gth roughlyonethird in Ganges Township
and twathirds inClyde Township The lake is a popular recreation destination. There is
a public boat launchnd lake accesa the end of 59 Street.

Kalamazoo River and Watershed
Black River and Watershed

The Outdoor DiscoveryCenter. The ODCis anon-profit education and conservation
organizatiorfocused orconnecting people withature through outdoor educatiomhey
have an educational visitors center and nature presengaiby Fillmore Township.

The Critter Barn . Locateal in Holland, this is advorite attraction for kidesherefamilies
can learn how a farm operates and interact with farm animals like goats, ducks, chickens,
rabbits, donkeys and more

US Bike Route 35 is a 500 mile route that runs from Indiana to $&t¢. Marie,
Canada. It generally follows the Lake Michigan shoreline and goes through the eastern
Upper Peninsula. The full trailroutechbev i e wed on MDOTO6s websi

18
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1 Scenic CountyRoadsi The Townshi pds many n aoffeamaayl | y

forms of recreation. Th&/est Michigan Pike (Blue Star Hwig a Pure Michigan State
Historic Bywaythat runsfrom New Buffalo to Ludington.The Allegan County Heritage
Trail and LakeMichigan Circle Tour Routes include many routes in Gangsenghip.

Gravel Road Biking i A popular activity for many cyclists is riding rural gravel roads.
Velo City Cycles hosts an annu@atavel Fondo evewith proceeds benefiting local
charities. he Gravel Fondoffers 7, 18, or 36 miles graveycling ridesstarting at
Virtue Farms for mountain bikes, cross

bikes,andfat bikes. ST -’-Hr \AMuskEGoN
.. . . . _.*\% '%9 fronsides *
Lake Michigan i the big lake is a SN e
. - F v
tremendousecreational resource for the 2= | &
area.Activities affordedinclude {;J v & SHELDON
e ) HorLranp
boz_mng,flshln.g, sunb.athlng anq !’[:T?E‘R PR anerarged
swimming, wind surfing, kayaking, Francie ||
sdling, sightseeing, scuba diving and North Shore Tug g fﬁ;‘;&‘iﬁ“
: H H H Hatch Cover
snorkell.ng,plelrralr painting, . .
stargazingand nature photography. °"’5§§',‘,';’5 , Sforags
Activities that have grown in popularity Rockaway® S Fenms Reet
‘ Haves

in recent years, particularly during the
COVID19 pandemic of 2020, are hiking
the shoreline and rogkicking.

& Shipwrock
= Boat Launch
® Other Features

Ganges Township includdse offshore
SW Michigan Underwater Preseraad
State ofMichigan Water Trail§ Lake

Michigan Water Trail Southwestops. SNew Burrao IVIICHIGAN

o — — . — . ® . ] -

e Micnican Ciry INDIANA
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Adjacent Community Parks

Theadjaceh communities of SaugatudBouglas Casco Township, anBouth Hava also offer
a variety ofnotablepublic parks including:Caso Townsip Nature Preservé)val Beach,
Doudas BeachSchultz ParkRiverbluff Park Kids Corner BlackRiver Park and Bat Launch,
Dyckman Parkand the KaHaven Trail Head These parks sygort a variety breaeation
including public beach access, hiking traisaygrounds, angdickleballcourts. Morecomplete
informationon adjacent community parkanbe foundin thar respectiveecreation plans

Commercial Recreation

In addition to public fadilies, there are many privately owned and operated commercial
facilities that offerrecreational opportunities in tli@&anges Township are@he area boasts
several wineries, orchards, berry farms, agricultural experiences gpcaapgrounds, seasonal
reorts, breweries, antique and artist shops. These private operations draw many people to
Ganges Township each year and are an essential part of the character of the community.

Previous Granf~unded Projects

Ganges Township hamt received prior grant asgance focommunity parks.Future plans
should incorporat®lichigan DNRPost Completion Self Certification Repo#s necessaiy
grant funds are received.

The Township should plan future applications for MDNR grants a yeaihvance. Applications
aretypically due April Ptwith funds awarded in October of that yed&rograms are available
with matching grants to assist communities with park renovations, improvements, and land
acquisitions. Be sure to check each annuateatf funding for any reged requirements.

Future projects to improve access to Lake Michigan may be eligible for funds from the Michigan
Coastal Management Program. Coastal Zone Management priorities can shift from year to year,
but applications are tygally due in midDecembewith funds awarded in October the following
year. These funds are more often used for design and studies rather than physical construction,
although some types of Le®@ost Construction may be eligible. Funding is throu¢yOsA

federally backed prograndministered by the Michigan Department of Environment, Great

Lakes, and Energy.

Recreation Programs

Recreation programming is performed by a variety of partners incllmtagschools and
community organizationsi=ennville Pult Schools offers active yith and adult recreational
programming.Ganges Township itself does not coordinate recreational programs.

20
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5 DESCRIPTION OF PLANNIN& PUBLIC INPUT
PROCESS

Planning &Communitylnput

The planning process involved seeking community input and gatheringrbaokl data from the
Ganges Township Master Plan, site investigations and inventory of Township parks (namely Pier
Cove Park and Glenn Beach), reviewing the social and environmeatattdristics of the

community, and considering the natural resourcaedable within Ganges Townshifuality of

life in Ganges Township centers largely around recreation opportunities, open spaces, and access
to Lake Michigan. The Township recognizessrole in maintaining the character of the

community and wishes to lbesponsive teitizensneeds and desires through the process of
developingwell thought ougoals and objectives to serve gr@irecommunity.

Public input was gathered through a e#yiof methods including an initial public hearing, social
media outredt, small group meetings with park stakeholders, Regular Township Board and
Planning CommissioMeetings, and oigoing public access to members the Ganges Township
Board and Township Bhning CommissionA community survey was conducted in 2007 and is
included in the Township Master Plan. While outdated, some information from that survey is
summarized belowNo one specific form of input was used to outweigh another. Instead all
input was reviewed and considerasl a factom the development of this pia

Initial Public Hearing

An advertised pblic hearing to receive initial inpgiior to creation of the detailed plan was
held on November 10 2020 at Ganges Township Hall. Netiof the hearing was advertised in
the AlleganCountyNewson Octobe 29th, 2020.

In addition, a letter to the editor was published in the Commercial Record on Octbefiag

Ganges Township Planning Commission was notified of the parldplsgiopment and

encouraged to provide input at their Octobél gieeting. Additional outreach was done to

notify neighborhood associations of the hearing. Posts with information about the meeting and

how to submit comments were shared on social mediavikr i ends of Pier Cove
page and to online community forums. Thublic was invited to submit comments remotely via

email in writing to the Townshipor to attend the meeting.

Minutes of the public meeting and input received is includegpipendix A.
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Stakeholder Meetings

Meetings with select groups sfakeholdersvere held to get specific input for Glenn Beach and
Pier Cove Park. Notes from these meetings are included in Appendix A.

October 287 a group of 9 stakeholders met adésa West Side County Park to discuss
Pier Cove Park The meeting included s@amembers othe Lake Michigan Shore
Association (neighborhood groy@djacent property owners to Pier Cove Renk do
notrely onthe park for beach accessd frequent wss of the park from nearby
walkable andirivableneighborhoods Input and conges varied Some stakeholders
wantedparking and access reduostile those who use the park frequently felt it was
imperativeto maintain the current level of access.

November 81 a group of 3 stakeholders meiGienn Beach This meeting included
neighbors familiar with the park who aseipportiveof improvements and maintainingy
expandingaccess to the shoreline for the general public and Township resi@¥nts.
greatest concern was the failing slope and gravel access down to the beaetingrea
currently threatened by high water levels and erosioput focusedn encouraging
action to keep the park open and accessible.

November 81 Glenn School was congatl and encouraged to provide input on parks
and recreation throughout Ganges Townsimg described their use of Glenn Beach.

Social Media Outreach and Fundraising

Friends of Pier Cove Park presented a plan for
general improvements to the park focused on
keeping the park open during the current high water }
cycle This plan is included ippendix B. The
fundraiserto support the plahas a widevariety of
donors and the facebook page quickdyvover 350
followers and continues to grow. In additji@mals

and letters have been received at Ganges Township
and to Friends of Pier Cove Pavkh additional
donations and often express gratitude for the efforts &
to keep the park open when so many other beach
access points have been clodeeto high water.

Propsed mprovementso Pier Cove Parkave not been focused parking, but istead on
maintaining the current level plblicaccess to the park and ensuring the park remains
accessible to all people. The comments, donations, and gratitudesceletia verbally and in
writing express a form of public input and show a level opsuipfor the plan to protect the park
and maintain its current level of accessibility for all park users. A Nove#ithgodate letter
submitted to the Township Board tie park is included in Appendix A.
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Summary of the 2007 Master Plan Survey

The 2007 Gnges Township Master Plan included a survey of property owners. Responses
relatedto parks and recreation are summarized here. While somewhat outdated, this represents
another form of general public input used to the develop the goals and objecthiegtdn.

415 households respondedhe surveywhich was roughly a&% response rate

Types of activities/facilitiesespondents wantdd see developed in nextygars

91 Parks/open areas were highly preferred

1 Other mostly preferretlemswere: naturérails, bike trails, hiking trails

1 Scenic view of inland lakes and Lake Michigan be preserved 659 yes, 39 no
1 Public access to inland lakes and Lake Michigamtpanded 342 yes, 272 no

Final Public Hearing

Once the draft plan was completed ad2y pubic review period was advertised to encourage
review andcomment on the plan. A copy of the plan was made available at Ganges Township
Hall and on the Ganges Toulip website oecember 10, 2020.

A 30-day notice of thelraft plan availability and of the heag datewas advertised in the
Allegan News orDecembed (", 2020. A notice was also posted at Ganges Township Hall.

A public hearing to receiviaput on the draft l|an was held odanuary 1%, 2021at Ganges
Township Hall. The Ganges Township Board receivedunand discussed the plarior to
adoption. Meeting minuteand nput receivedire included in Appendix.C

A copy of noticepublishel or posted are included in Appendix C.
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6 GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

Goals for this plan expand upon the Township Master Plan gizaés] below

= =4 =4 4

Preserve heritage of the la&dorotect natural resources

Enhance theconomy and welbeing of residents and visitors

Recognize atural beautyand wildlife.

Create opportuties for active and passive recreation in the Township

Encourage purchase of parkland by the Township in order to permanently preserve
environmentallysensitive areas with unique and attractive natural features, and create
preserved greenways and wateysia

Promote passive recreational opportunities, such as walking and biking trails along roadways
and greenways, and provide pedestrian andmotorized linkage with Village areas.
Produce a Parks and Recreation Plan that satisfies the DNR checkligritogrdsition the
Township for potential grant money.

Work to provide additional public access to the Lakes.

Protect and maintaitherural character and high quality of liéé Ganges Township.
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